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(57) Abstract 



A system, method and apparatus for establishing a secure wireless radio communications link (IR) between two devices tiiat minimircs 
the exposure of sensitive information to third party interception is disclosed. The secure link is established by first establishmg an infrared 
link (IR) between die two devices for die exchange of sensitive information, such as enciyplion information. Subsequent communications 
(RF) would tiien have the benefit of encryption protection, establishing the secure wireless radio communications link. 
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SYSTEM, METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SECURE TRANSMISSION 
OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of Assignee's U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 09/022,289, entitled "System, Method and Apparatus for Secure 
Transmission of Confidential Information", filed on Febmary 11, 1998, and 
incorporates by reference Assignee's co-pending U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
08/845,938, entitled "Combined Mobile Telephone and Remote Control Terminal", 
filed on April 29, 1997. 

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to a system, method and apparatus for 
establishing a secure wireless communications link between two devices that 
minimizes the risk of third party interception of sensitive information, such as may be 
exchanged during conununication initialization. 

Background and Objects of the Present Invention 

The evolution of wireless communication over the past century, since 
Guglielmo Marconi's 1897 demonstration of radio's ability to provide continuous 
contact with ships sailing the English Chaimel, has been remarkable. Since Marconi's 
discovery, new wireline and wireless conmiunication methods, services and standards 
have been adopted by people throughout the world. This evolution has been 
accelerating, particularly over the least ten years, during which the mobile radio 
communications industry has grown by orders of magnitude, fueled by numerous 
technological advances that have made portable radio equipment smaller, cheaper and 
more reliable. The exponential growth of mobile telephony will continue to rise in the 
coming decades as well, as this wireless network interacts with and eventually 
overtakes the existing wireline networks. 
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Cordless telephony has also been a part of the exponential rise in wireless 
telephony. Cordless telephones were originally aimed at providing economical, 
tetherless voice conununications inside residences, i.e., using a short wireless link to 
replace the cord between a telephone base vmit and its handset. Althou^ early 
cordless phones were of marginal quality, with the introduction of improved cordless 
phones in the 1 980s sales dramatically increased. More recent advances, particularly 
in Europe, have extended the use domain of cordless phones outside of residences. 

Another European revolution of cordless telephones is the digital enhanced 
cordless communications (DECT) standard, which was optimized for use inside 
buildings. DECT controllers may hand off active calls from one base unit to another 
as tiie users move, and can page or ring handsets as a user walks through areas covered 
by different base units. As is understood in the art, however, the range of cordless 
telephones is greatly limited compared to the more versatile cellular telephones, i.e., 
0.3-30 or more kilometer range for cellular and less than 100 meters in cordless 
systems, and usually only up to tens of meters. 

More recently, the worlds of cellular and cordless telephony have begun to 
converge with tiie introduction of cordless standards compatible with that of its 
cellular cousin. Accordingly, a mobile cellular user may utilize their cellular 
telephones wifliin a cordless telephony system, thereby avoiding the need to purchase 
proprietary and typically non-compatible cordless telephones. Shown in FIGURE 1 
is a private telephone system, generally referred to by the numeral 10, having at least 
one private base station 12 and a multiplicity of cellular phones 14 in communication 
therewith. When in a cordless mode a cellular user, e.g., at phone 14A, may 
communicate witti another user within the private telephone system 10, e.g., another 
cordless-mode cellular phone 14B or a cordless phone 16, via the private base 
station 12 which serves as a relay. 

One problem with the use of the cellular phones 14 within the private 
telephone system 10 is security. As discussed, original cordless telephones, e.g., 
phones 16 in FIGURE 1 were stand-alone consumer products that did not require any 
interoperability specifications. In other words, each cordless phone came with its own 
base station and needed to be compatible only with that base station. Billing, security 
and privacy concerns within such systems were addressed by both preventing that 
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cordless phone from operating with any ottier base station and limiting the 
transmission range of the cordless phones. With the convergence of cordless and 
cellular technologies and the use of interoperability specifications, however, the 
inherent physical limitations of the cordless systems no longer serve a security 
function. With cellular phones 14 being capable of transmitting their signals over 
many kilometers, the use of such phones within private telephone systems 10 raise 
genuine security considerations. 

As is understood in the art, cellular phone 14A may communicate through the 
private base station 12 by use of encryption keys or other such security protocol, 
whereby the messages are encrypted and more difficuh to decipher. Accordingly, 
even though the communications from a cellular user communicating within the 
private telephone system 10 may extend well outside the outer reaches of the 
system 10, the conversation or data exchanged is kept relatively confidential. Another 
problem, however, arises during communication initialization over the radio interface 
which must occur without encryption since no encryption keys have been exchanged 
between the cellular user, e.g., of cellular tenninal 14 A. The information is therefore 
being broadcast across a wide range, including the keys, until encryption protocols are 
estabUshed. Accordingly, third parties may listen in on such pre-encryption 
transmissions and acquire sensitive information. 

Various techniques may be employed to thwart such eavesdropping. A first 
approach is to use a wireline connection for the initial information exchange, whereby 
the cellular phone 14A must be electrically connected to the private base station to 
start the private communication. This approach would, accordingly, require the 
definition of an electrical interface between the twb components and limit the 
manufacturer's freedom to design attractive terminals since a standardized connector 
may increase the size and weight of the termmal. Further, such a definition may also 
restrict further improvements of such phones 14, e.g.. moving to lower voltage 
technologies for energy conservation and size deduction. 

An alternative approach would be using Subscriber Identity Modules (SIMs) 
in both the private base station 10 and the respective cellular terminal 14, whereby the 
requisite identification information is readily established and the proper keys applied 
without transmitting them. In addition to the added component costs, the use of two 
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SIMs in this maimer also adds to the administrative costs of mobile network operators 
who must allocate unique SIM pairings between the private base stations 20 and 
respective cellular temiinals 14. Furthermore, there is a risk that a SIM meant for the 
cellular terminal 14 may instead be inserted into the private base station 12, furthCT 
complicating this approach. 

A third approach is to utilize the advantages of the radio interface, e.g., 
standardization. As discussed, however, because radio waves propagate through walls 
and over large distances, this also poses a security risk which must be overcome. 

In view of the disadvantages of each of the aforementioned approaches, it is 
clear that there is a need for a simple and secure system and method for establishing 
a conmnmications link between a first device, such as a cellular phone, and another 
device, such as a private base station. 

It is, accordingly, an object of the present invention to provide a system, 
method and apparatus for establishing such a simple and secure communications link, 
whereby at least a portion of a transmission, particularly one containing sensitive 
information, may be transmitted clearly for proper reception while simultaneously 
minimizing the risk of interception. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide additional systems, 
methods and apparatuses that securely transmit confidential or sensitive information 
for establishing a connection between a first and a second device that communicate via 
radio links, e.g., a lap-top computer and a peripheral device such as a printer. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a secure wireless 
transmission link between any two devices, whether in the work-place or at home, e.g., 
a computer which receives an Internet command to turn on the heat in an apartment. 
After the establishment of the secure link, using the systems, methods and apparatuses 
of the present invention, the two devices may then communicate via short- or long- 
range wireless radio links without the need for proprietary cables or other physical 
interconnection. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a system, method and apparatus for 
establishing a secure wireless radio communications link between two devices that 
minimizes the exposure of sensitive information to third party interception. The 
secure link is established by establishing an infrared link between the two devices for 
the exchange of sensitive information, such as encryption information. Subsequent 
communications would then have the benefit of encryption protection, establishing the 
secure wireless radio communications link. 

A more complete appreciation of the present invention and the scope thereof 
can be obtained from tiie accompanying drawings which are briefly summarized 
below, the following detailed description of the presently-preferred embodiments of 
the invention, and the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIGURE 1 is a schematic illustration of a private telephone system, including - 
a private base station with cellular and cordless phones in communication fliCTewith; 

FIGURE 2 illustrates a dual-mode radiofrequency and infirared mobile station 
and private base station in accordance with the present invention; 

FIGURE 3 illustrates various circmtiy employed in the dual-mode devices 
shown in FIGURE 2; and 

FIGURE 4 illustrates a variety of devices that communicate with each other 
using the principles of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENTLY PREFERRED 
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention will now be described more fiilly hereinafter with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which preferred embodiments of the 
invention are shown. This invention may, however, be embodied in many different 
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein; 
rather, these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and 
complete, and will fuUy convey the scope of the invention to those skilled in the art. 
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The use of infrared (IR) transmissions between div^e electronic devices, e.g., 
between a television and a remote controller, are known, e.g., U.S. Patent Nos. 
5,508,836, 5,588,009, 5,564,020, 5,617,236 and 5,446,783 each describe various IR- 
electronic interconnections. U.S. Patent No. 5,636,264 similarly describes an IR 
interface between a phone handset and a computer. Although generally describing the 
usage of IR in these contexts, the references fail to discuss the aforementioned security 
problems inherent in wireless communications nor the proposed solution set forth in 
the present invention, described in more detail hereinafter. 

Shown in FIGURE 2 is a dual mode mobile station 20 in communication with 
a dual mode private base station 21, As discussed, mobile station 20 communicates 
with the private base station 21 via an RF transmission, which has an effective range 
of hundreds of meters, and via a more limited, "cordless" commimications mode 
having a much shorter, contained range. As is understood in the art, the RF 
transmission mode is via the respective antennae 20A and 21 A of the mobile station 
20 and private base station 21, respectively, the signals being transceived in a 
conventional maimer. 

Also shown in FIGURE 2 are IR transceiver interfaces 20B and 21B on the 
mobile station 20 and private base station 21 , respectively. Each interface preferably 
includes a photodetector 22 for receiving IR signals and an IR signal emitter 23 for 
transmitting such IR signals. It should be understood that the position of the interfaces 
20B and 2 IB on the respective bodies of the mobile station 20 and the private base 
station 21 are arbitrary, provided the respective IR signals to and from the interfaces 
20B and 21B are not blocked, e.g., by the pahn or fingers of the phone usct. In other 
words, ergonomic considerations may dictate particular placements for the interfaces, 
as is understood in the art. 

With further reference to FIGURE 2, one of the practical utiHzations of the 
dual-mode mobile station 20 is now illustrated. In particular, when the dual-mode 
mobile station 20 comes within the more limited range of the private base station 21, 
e.g., in the same or an adjacent room, the subscriber may wish to transfer control from 
the cellular provider to the private system, e.g., to save money on the cheaper wireline 
phone rates through the private system to the Public Switched Telephone Network 
(PSTN). For example, through the PSTN 24, the mobile station 20 can communicate 



WO 99/41876 



wo 99/41876 



PCT/SE99/00155 



-7- 

with remote wireline phones 25 and remote cellular phones 26 via a base transceiver 
system 27(shown for simplicity as a base transceivra- station tower). 

With reference now to FIGURE 3 of the drawings, there is illustrated a portion 
of the mobile station 20 (in FIGURE 2), particularly, the IR transceiver interface 20B 
and various circuitry vdthin the mobile station 20 for handling the IR signals. An IR 
receiver or photodetector 30 receives the IR signals, such as from the private base 
station 21, and passes the signals to a decoder 31, which converts the infrared 
information within the IR signal to electrical information, e.g., digital pulses. The 
converted information is then forwarded to a controller 32, which controls the flow of 
the electrical information (pulses). A signal conversion device 33 receives the 
aforesaid electrical information flow and groups the incoming pulses into a unit si2» 
(frame) pursuant to a known signal format. The controller 32 may be a UART or otiier :: 

like controUerras isunderstood-in-the-art: — - 

The incoming signal, now translated, is sent to a processor 34, which 
implements the command(s) set forth in the signal, e.g., forward the incoming signal 
to another phone such as mobile station 14B (in FIGURE 1) across the RF 
communications link. Similarly, the processor 34, in response to one or more 
commands, may send a message across the IR communications link by first 
forwarding flie message to the signal conversion device 33, which converts the 
stmctured message into the aforesaid electrical information or pulses, which the 
controller 32 sends to an encoder 35. The electrical pulses are there converted to IR 
radiation signals which are then transmitted by an IR transmitter 36, e.g., light 
emitting diodes, releasing the IR signal. 

It should, of course, be understood that the circuitry shown in FIGURE 3 is 
preferably also incorporated within the private base station 21 so that a wireless IR 
dialogue may be established with the mobile station 20. 

As discussed, the effective range of the IR signal so emitted is limited, e.g., on 
the order of several dozens of meters. With obstacles like walls, floors and ceilings, 
the effective range is even fiirther reduced, as is encountered by consumers with 
products such as television remotes; Accordingly, IR signals provide an excellent way 
to exchange confidential information wirelessly, effectively limiting communications 
to a point-to-point conversation, albeit preferably temporarily until the security 
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protocols are safely established. Eavesdropping, although still possible, is thwarted 
by such range restrictions since other security measures, e.g., building control, may be 
employed in conjunction to provide almost any level of interception prevention. 

Since various encryption methods are available to make a wireless 
conversation almost impervious to code-breakers, wireless communications between 
a user of the dual-mode phone 20 (in FIGURES 2 and 3) preferably switches to the RF 
communications mode to utilize the enhanced security advantages of encryption to 
prevent deciphering. Wireless RF communications, however, even with encryption, 
are easily intercepted by a distant eavesdropper. Although encryption data may thwart 
the eavesdropper's deciphering the intercq>ted coded message, the caller and recipient 
must first establish the secure transmission through the exchange of encryption keys 
over a non-encrypted wireless communication, which the eavesdropper can monitor, 
easily decipher the pertinent keys and then decipher the supposedly secure encrypted 
transmissions. 

The. system, method and apparatus of the present invention provide an 
improved, more secure way to preserve the confidentiality of wirelessly transmitted 
information by restricting exposure of the encryption keys and any other confidential 
information through use of the aforementioned IR transmissions. 

In one embodiment of the present invention the subscriber of mobile station 
20 when sufficiently close to the private telephone system, e.g., near the private base 
station 21, activates the mobile station 20 to emit an IR signal, e.g., via IR transmitter 
36. Alternatively, the mobile station 20 may activate IR signaling capability 
automatically in advance of transceiving any security-related data. In a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, the mobile station utilizes conventional 
radiofi-equencies for all non-security-related transmissions, e.g., when initiating 
communications with the private base station 21 such as a cordless telephone base 
station and after the exchange of encryption or other such security data. Upon reaching 
the aforementioned security data or protocols in the transmission, the mobile station 
20 then switches over to the aforementioned IR signaling using the IR transmitter 36. 
It should be understood, that the RF-to-IR switchover may occur early in the 
transmission, e.g., in the initial communications attempts, or later during the 
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transmission, so long as any secured portions of the signal are transmitted via IR 
transmissions. 

In eitiier event, the private base station 21 detects the IR signal transmission 
from the mobile station 20, via the aforementioned photodetector 30 in the station 21, 
processes the incoming IR signal, and responds with an IR response signal, which 
preferably includes an encryption key. It should be understood that one or more 
encryption keys may be inserted into the response signal by an encryption device 37 
in communication with the processor 34. Upon the secvu-e receipt of the encryption 
key(s) from the private base station 21 via IR transmission, the mobile station 20 may 
then safely begin/resume wireless RF communications, which are now encrypted 
pursuant to the embedded encryption key(s). The subscriber is then able to move more 
freely throughout the building, all the while taking advantage of the inexpensive 
wireline conununications link through the PSTN 24, as discussed hereinbefore. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, the private base station 21 
may periodically emit an IR signal, which the mobile station 20 may intercqjt, if close 
enough. In effect, the private base station may perform an IR poll to establish the 
preliminary IR linkage to exchange secvirity information, sUch as the aforedescribed 
encryption keys. For example, upon detection (in photodetector 30), the mobile 
station 20 may (like the private base station 21 in the previous embodiment) also 
respond with an IR response signal, which may include encryption key(s) for 
governing the subsequent RF transmissions with the private base station 21, thareby 
providing a procedure for periodic or random security measures. 

In still another embodiment of the present invention, the more secure IR 
communications link may be employed by the subscriber of the mobile station 20 or 
an administrator of the private telephone system to transfer othar, non-initialization- 
related information. For example, if particularly sensitive information needs to be 
transmitted during an RF communication, the mobile station 20 and private base 
station 21 may switch to the more private IR communications mode and resume the 
RF mode transmissions after the sensitive information has been transferred. It should 
also be understood that the mobile station 20 and private base station 21 may 
witomatically revert to the IR communication mode while in range of each other and 
only switch over when the IR transmissions begin to deteriorate. 
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Although one preferred embodiment of the present invention utilizes the 
principles of the present invention in the context of mobile telephony, it should be 
understood that the scope of the present invention, as set forth in the claims 
hereinbelow, covers a variety of dual-mode wireless interconnections using an infrared 
mode for security purposes. 

With reference now to FIGURE 4, there is illustrated a further embodiment of 
tiie present invention in which a first device, such as a mobile phone, a headset on a 
user or a computer, commimicates with at least one of a large number of other devices, 
such as set forth in detail in Assignee's pending patent application entitled "Combined 
Mobile Telephone and Remote Control Terminal", U.S. Patent Application Serial No, 
08/845,938, filed April 29, 1997, incorporated herein in its entirety by reference. It 
should be understood that although all of the various devices depicted in FIGURE 4 
may be able to communicate with each oth^, certain pairings may not be utilized, (at 
present). For example, a printer 50 (receiving commands firom a personal computer 
or PC 48) need not communicate with a television 68, although the television 68 could 
transmit an image for printing at the printer 50. The printer 50, however, could well 
forward a printing completion message (or out-of-paper or error message) to the PC 
48 (using the security measures of the instant application or not). 

, : Recent initiatives, such as the Bluetooth Mobile Communications Initiative, 
are promoting the increase in interoperability of the various electrical, electronic and 
mechanical devices utihzed in the work place and at home, A number of the various 
devices capable of using the Bluetooth or other like technology are illustrated in 
FIGURE 4, including a home base station 40 which is linked to a conventional Public 
Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) 42, convertmg the wireless rf and mfi-ared 
signals received firom other devices, such as the dual-mode phones 26 (shown in 
FIGURE 2), a wireless headset/hands-fi^ee unit 44 or other cordless device 46. The 
desk-top or lap-top PC 48 may also interact with a number of additional peripheral 
devices, e.g., printer/plotter/projector 50, a facsimile 52, a pager 54, a data organizer 
56 or other such personal, hand-held organizer device (enabling the download of 
sensitive information both to and fi-om the organizer 56 and synchronization with data 
stored in the PC 48, another PC 57 or an electronic data teraiinal 58), a scanner 60, 
microphone 62, a PC card 64 and numerous other such peripherals, generally 
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designated by the reference numeral 66. Of course, the principles of the present 
invention are also applicable in the mobile station 26 and a SIM card 26A, such as the 
one associated therewith, or a SIM card 67 separate from mobile station 26 as 
illustrated in FIGURE 4. 

In the home, numerous other household devices may be equipped with the 
dual-mode functionality such as set forth in the present invention. For example, the 
PC 48 may intercommunicate with the television 68, a radio 70, a stereo 72 or 
peripheral attached thereto, or a VCR or other video player 74 (tape or disk). Other 
interconnected devices in the home include a light device (lamp) 76, a dimmer switch 
78, a themiostat 80 to control heating/cooling of a domicile, a door device 82 such as 
a garage door, a refrigerator/freezer 84, a cooking device 85 (ndicrowave, gas, etc.), a 
washer/dryer 86, an answering machine 88 and an alami device 90. Additional 
devices that may include the inventive techniques of the present invention include a 
car alarm 92 (with a car lock feature), which to operate in infrared mode must be in 
close proximity, preferably also in line-of-sight, and other external alarm devices 
which may be stationary. 

Utilizing the principles of the present invention, secure commimications may 
be established, via the infrared and wireless links, enabling a user, e.g., through voice 
or keyed-entry commands entered into a handheld or wrist (watch) communication 
device, generally designated by the reference numeral 94, to open their garage door 
82, exit and lock their car, disarm their home alarm devices 90, and enter their 
domicile which has been heated/cooled by a prior remote command to the thermostat 
80 (relayed wirelessly by the home PC 48). 

It should be understood that although the plethora of wirelessly interconnected 
devices, such as specified pursuant to the Bluetooth initiative, may utilize low-cost, 
short-range radio links instead of the expensive, cumbersome and proprietary cabling 
now required, the need for securing these rf transmissions, which may range for a 
hundred meters or more, is critical since an unauthorized user could easily eavesdrop, 
intercept and decrypt these communications, thereby gaining access to the personal 
domain and effects of a user. The initial, more secured infrared transmissions of the 
present invention, requiring close proximity, more line-of-sight security data 
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exchanges, provide the requisite level of protection necessary in these open-to- 
tampering systems. 

Frequency spectrums available for these private applications are, at present, 
rather limited. In the United States, for instance, bands at 900 MHZ, 2.4 GHz and 5.7 
GHz are currently unlicensed and may be used freely, provided the transmission (TX) 
power levels are low or spreading is applied. The Bluetooth initiative is scheduled to 
operate at the globally-available 2.45 GHz Industrial, Scientific, Medical (ISM) 'free 
bandV allowing international travelers to employ Bluetooth-enabled equipment 
worldwide. It is understood to those skilled in the art that in an effort to avoid 
interference, spreading should be applied either by Frequency Hopping (FH) or direct- 
sequence (DS) spread spectrum. The 2.45 GHz ISM band may be used for a variety 
of devices and constitutes a band ranging from about 2.4 GHz to about 2.483 GHz, as 
described in Assignee's co-pending patent application entitled "Method and Apparatus 
for Tracking a Mobile Phone". As discussed in said patent application, describing 
frequencies in a phone tracking system, in an effort to avoid sharp filters to fidfiU out- 
of-band emission requirements, the applied radio band is preferably placed away &om 
the ISM band edges. Known interference areas, e.g., from 2.435 GHz to 2.465 GHz 
in which microwave ovens operate, are preferably avoided as well. Frequency Shift 
Keying (FSK) can be used to map the user code on the rf carrier. In such an FSK 
modulation technique, a bit representing 'one* is mapped to the frequency rf + Df, and 
a bit rq)resCTting 'zero' is mapped to the frequency rf - Df (or vice versa) where rf is 
the carriCT frequency and Df is the frequency deviation, which should be large enough 
to combat the frequency ofi&et between the transmitter and the receiver. For example, 
if inaccurate frequency references (with an accuracy of about 50 parts per million) are 
used, the worst-case frequency offset can reach up to 240 KHz. In order to receive the 
burst in such a case, the frequency duration Df should be greater than 240 KHz. 

It should be imderstood that although GSM technology is presently preferred, 
the principles of the present invention may also be employed in other Time Division 
Multiple Access (TDMA), Personal Digital Cellular (PDC) and presently developed 
(and fixture) third generation systems and equipment. Consequently, the various 
frequencies used by these and other systems, e.g., 800, 900, 1500, 1800, 1900, 2000 
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and 2100 MHz bands, may also be employed in the system, method and apparatus of 
the present invention. 

The previous description is of preferred embodiments for implementing the 
invention, and the scope of the invention should not necessarily be limited by this 
description. The scope of the present invention is instead defined by the following 
claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A communications system for secure wireless communications, said 
commimications system comprising: 

a first device having transcei ving means therein for communicating in 
a first and a second commxmication mode; and 

a second device, in wireless communication with said first device, said 
first and second devices wirelessly communicating in said first communication mode 
using an infi-ared signal and in said second communication mode using a 
radiofi-equency signal. 

2. The communications system according to claim 1, wherein said first 
and second devices transceive a plurality of messages therebetween in said second 
communication mode, wherein, prior to transceiving a security message therebetween, 
said first and second devices switch transceiving to said first communication mode, 
and transmit said security message in said first communication mode. 

3. The conununications system according to claim 2, wherein said first 
and second devices, upon completion of the transceiving of said security message, 
switch transceiving therebetween to said second commimication mode. 

4. The communications system according to claim 2, wherein said 
security message comprises a plurality of encryption keys for the subsequent 
encryption of a plurality of said messages transceived in said second communication 
mode. 

5. The communications system according to claim 2, wherein upon said 
second device switching said transceiving to said first commxmication mode, said 
second device transmits an infirared request message to said first device. 

6. The communication system according to claim 5, wherem said first 
device, upon receipt of said infixed request message, transmits said security message 
to said second device. 
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7. The communication system according to claim 6, wherein said security 
message comprises a plurality of encryption keys for the subsequent encryption of a 
plurality of said messages transceived in said second commimication mode. 

8. The commimication system according to claim 1, wherein said 
transceiving means within said first device comprises: 

infrared transceiving means for transceiving infrared signals with said 
second device in said first communications mode; 

radiofrequency transceiving means for transceiving radiofrequency 
signals with said second device in said second communications mode; and 

switchinjg means for switching between said infrared and > 
radiofrequency transceiving means. 

9. The communication system according to claim 8, wherein said infrared 

transceiving means comprises: 

a photodetector for receiving said infrared signals from said second 

device; and 

an infrared emitter for transmitting said infrared signals to said second 

device. 

1 0. The communication system according to claim 1 , wherein said second 
device comprises a transceiving means therem, said transceiving means within said 
second device comprising: 

infixed transceiving means for transceiving said infirared signals with 

said first device in said fiirst communications mode; 

radiofrequency transceiving means for transceiving said radiofrequency 
signals with said first device in said second commimications mode; and 

switching means for switching between said infrared and 
radiofrequency transceiving means, 

11. The communication system according to claim 10, wherein said 
infrared transceiving means within said second device comprises: 
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a photodetector for receiving said infrared signals from said firat 

device; and 

an infrared emitter for transmitting said infrared signals to said first 

device. 

12. The communication system according to claim 1, wherein said 
communication system is a cordless system. 

1 3 . The communication system according to claim 1 , wherein said first and 
second devices are each selected from the group consisting of: 

mobile telephones, home base stations, SIM cards, headsets, computers, 
printers, plotters, projectors, facsimile devices, pagers, data organizers, computer 
terminals, scaimers, microphones, PC cards, televisions, radios, stereos, VCRs, light 
devices, dimmers, thermostats, doors, refiigerators, freezers, ovens, washers, dryers, 
answering machines, home alarms, car alarms, and other peripheral and portable 
devices. 

1 4. The communication system according to claim 1 , wherein said first and 
second devices commimicate on a radiofrequency band ranging from about 2.4 GHz 
to about 2.483 GHz. 

15. The communication system according to claim 1 4, wherein said band 
is at about 2.45 GHz. 

16. A method for establishing a secure commimication link between a dual- 
mode first device and a dual-mode second device of a commimication system, a first 
mode of said dual-mode being an infrared mode and a second mode of said dual-mode 
being a radiofrequency mode, said method comprising the steps of: 

forwarding an inSrarcd request message in said infrared mode; 
establishing said secure commimication link between said first and 
second devices, said secure communication link operating in said infrared mode; and 
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transferring, during said secure conununications link, a security 
message between said first and second devices in said infrared mode. 

17. The method according to claim 1 6, wherein prior to said establishment 
of said secure communication link, said first and second devices operated in said 
radiofrequency mode. 

18. The method according to claim 16, wherein, in said step of forwarding, 
said first device forwards said infrared request message to said second device, and said 
second device, jxpon receipt of said infirared request message, replies with an infixed 
reply message. 

19. The method according to claim 16, wherein said security message 
comprises a plurality of encryption keys for the subsequent encryption of a plurality 
of transmissions in said radiofrequency mode. 

20. The method according to claim 16, fiuther comprising, after said step 
of transfening said security message, the step of: 

establishing a radiofrequency conmiimication link between said first 
and second devices in said radiofrequency mode. 

21. The method according to claim 1 6, fiulher comprising, after said step 
of transfeiring said security message, the step of: 

forwarding, fix>m said second device, a security poll signal to said first 

device. 

22. The method according to claim 2 1 , wherein said step of forwarding said 
security poll signal occurs periodically. 

23. The method according to claim 2 1 , wherein said step of forwarding said 
security poll signal occurs randomly. 
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24. The method according to claim 16, wherein said first and second 
devices are each selected fi'om the group consisting of: 

mohile telephones, home base stations, SIM cards, headsets, computers, 
printers, plotters, projectors, facsimile devices, pagers, data organizers, computer 
terminals, scanners, microphones, PC cards, televisions, radios, stereos, VCRs, Ught 
devices, dimmers, thermostats, doors, refrigerators, freezers, ovens, washers, dryers, 
answering machines, home alarms, car alarms, and other peripheral and portable 
devices. 

25. The method according to claim 16, wherein said first and second 
devices commimicate on a radiofrequoicy band ranging firom about 2.4 GHz to about 
2.483 GHz. 

26. The method according to claim 25, wherein said band is at about 2.45 

GHz. 

27. A transceiving device for secure wireless communications in a 
communications system, said device comprising: 

radiofrequency transceiving means for transceiving a plmrality of 
radiofrequency transmissions within said communications systeni; and 

infirared transceiving means for transceiving a plurality of infi:ared 
transmissions within said communications system. 

28. The transceiving device according to claim 27, wherein said infirared 
transceiving means comprises: 

a photodetector for receiving said infrared transmissions; and 
an infrared emitter for transmitting said infrared transmissions. 

29. The transceiving device according to claim 28, wherein said infrared 
emitter comprises a Ught-emitting diode. 
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30. The transceiving device according to claim 27, wherein said 
transceiving device switches transceiving from said radiofrequency transceiving means 
to said infrared transceiving means prior to the transmission of an infrared security 
message within said commmiications system. 

31. The transceiving device according to claim 30, wherein, after the 
transmission of said infrared security message, said transceiving device switches 
transceiving to said radiofrequency transceiving means. 

32. The transceiving device according to claim 30, wherein said infrared 
security transmission comprises a plurality of encryption keys for the subsequent 
encryption of a plurality of said radiofrequency transmissions between said 
transceiving device and said communications system. 

33. The transceiving device according to claim 27, wherein said first and 
second devices are each selected from the group consisting of: 

mobile telq)hones, home base stations, SIM cards, headsets, computers, 
printers, plotters, projectors, facsimile devices, pagers, data orgamzers, computer 
terminals, scanners, microphones, PC cards, televisions, radios, stereos, VCRs, light 
devices, dimmers, thermostats, doors, refrigerators, freezers, ovens, washers, dryers, 
answering machines, home alarms, car alarms, and other peripheral and portable 
devices. 

34. The Transceiving device according to claim 27, whraein said first and 
second devices communicate on a radiofrequency band ranging from about 2.4 GHz 
to about 2.483 GHz. 



35 . The transceiving device according to claim 34, wherein said band is at 
about 2.45 GHz. 
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Kundmote 

2000-11-14 

Narvarande: 

Christer Wahlstrom, IF 
Ronny Jansson, SPOF 
Raymond Bergstrom, SUP 
Sune Hilstad, SUP 
Dag Hedefalt, SIPF 
Herman Phalen, PRV 
Claes Pantzar, PRV 
Pia Danemar^PRV 
Ingela Soderlund, PRV 
Kerstin Brinkman, PRV 

FrSnvarande: 

Helen Selemark, IF 

1. Fdrelaggande pS engelska (IF) 

Vid foregaende mote framfordes ett onskemal fran Industriforbundet 
om att fa en oversattnlng av det tekniska forelaggandet till engelska. 
Infor detta motet hade fragan diskuterats internt pS PRV, varvid 
foljande framkommit: 

• Det konstaterades att det ar forelaggandet pa svenska som utgor 
den lagliga grunden. 

• Det ar ocksa viktigt att skiija pa myndighetsrollen kontra 
uppdragsverksamheten, varfor PRV:s kundtjanst foreslas 
administrera oversattnlngarna. 

• Av praktiska skal foreslogs att oversattnlngen skulle bifogas det 
ordinarie forelaggandet. 

• En begaran om att fa en oversattnlng skulle kunna goras pa 
ansokningsblanketten. Pa ansokningsblanketten kommer det att 
fmnas information om att det ar fraga om en betaltjanst och att 
den bara kan erhallas I de fall handllngarna ursprungligen ar 
ingivna pa engelska. Vidare ska mojiighet ges att godkanna en 
debitering pa hos PRV innestaende konto for tjansten. 

Tidsplanen ar att introducering av tjansten planeras ske under forsta 
halvaret 2001. 

Forsiaget och upplagget togs emot positivt. 

Med aniedning av denna fraga framfordes fran SIPF ett onskemal om 
att aven kunna lamna in svaromal pa engelska. Fragan var inte ny for 
PRV, den har diskuterats tidigare (I somras) med Ericsson. De argument 
som framforts som motiv for att vi skulle godtaga engelska svarsskrifter 
grundar sig pa det faktum att tredje man inte har tillgang till 
skriftvaxlingen pa svenska I ett vid EPO godkant patent for Sverige. 
Darfor skulle det heller inte vara nodvandigt att ha det i av PRV 
godkanda patent. 

Praxis i svensk statsfdrvaltning ar att korrespondensen sker pa svenska. 
Foljaktligen ar det inte en friga som PRV kan hantera sjalva. Det ar inte 
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heller relevant att jamfora EPO och PRV som myndigheter betraktat. 

Fran SPOF framfordes aven onskemal om att vi skulle vidga 
grundforutsattningarna till att aven omfatta andra accepterade sprak 1 
ursprungshandllngarna for att kunna fa en oversattning pi engelska. 

PRV ansag att vi skulle borja med det engelska spraket som ju Inte 
skulle valla nigra bekymmer betraffande anvand terminologi mm. Att 
oversatta tekniska termer fran exempelvis franska till engelska daremot 
var inte belt sjalvklart att vi skulle kunna hantera. Men vi ar beredda att 
ta upp diskussionen langre fram nar vi bar erfarenheter fran engelska 
ursprungshandlingar. 

2. Forelagganderapporten (PRV) 

Kerstin Brinkman gav en kort presentation om innehallet och syftet med 
rapporten. 

Sammanfattningsvls pekar rapporten pa att PRV ska: 

• Skriv enkelt, korrekt men med formell ton. 

• Tydliga och logiska motiveringar som vi grundar var stindpunkt 

FrSn kundsldan framfordes foljande: 

• PRV skriver generellt bra forelagganden 

• Det ar viktigt med motiveringarna eftersom forelaggandet kan 
utgora ett viktigt beslutsunderlag for en foretagslednings . 
forhallningssatt till ett projekts overlevnad. 

• Det ar viktigt med en tydlig grund for pastaenden.Generella 
formuleringar ar svara att bemota. 

• Det ar vanskligt att fran PRV:s sida komma med forslag till nya 
godkannbara patentkrav, sokanden kan uppfatta det som att de 
maste andra till PRV:s forslag. Dessutom ar det ombudssidan 
arbete att rada sokande till nya formuleringar. PRV:s 
huvuduppgift ar att peka pa de brister som ansokan och da 
framforallt patentkraven ar behaftade med. 

• Att PRV skriver "Uppfmningen avser..." i borjan pa forelaggandet 
uppfattas ofta onodigt och ibiand som vilseledande. Det kan vara 
motiverat i de fall dar det finns tvetydigheter om vad ansokan 
avser, men oftast Inte. Detta kan vavas in i argumentationen i 
ovrigt. 

Fran PRV:s sida framfordes att syftet med det skrivsatt som asyftas I 
den sista punkten ar att tydliggora hur problem och losning har 
uppfattats av granskaren. Detta for att inte fa en skriftvaxling som 
grundar sig pa vitt skiljda uppfattningar om vad uppfinningen avser. 

3. Inlamning av oversattning av internationelit fullfdijd 
patentansdkan (SIPF) 

Bakgrund 

Ett svenskt foretag lamnade in en ansokan, betalade alia avglfter 
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(inklusive avglfter for extra krav) samt en oversattning, men enligt PRV 
sa kom bland annat en sida med krav och samnnandraget inte med. 

Den fullfoljda ansokningen Inlamnades over en vecka innan 30- 
manadersfrisfen gick ut. Meddelandet om att dessa sidor saknades kom 
fran PRV efter det att fristen for senare inlamning mot extra avgift hade 
gatt ut (2 extra manader). Ansokan var da redan ansedd som 
atertagen. Enligt PRV sa var det enda som da gick att gora att aberopa 
paragraf 72, vilket gjordes. Ansokan ar numera vid liv. Dock ar vad som 
hande inte bra. PRV borde sa fort en nationell fullfoljd kommit in 
kontrotlera att allt ar med och meddelade sokanden detta. En lamplig 
rutin verkar inte finnas. Man borde rimligtvis fa en chans att 
komplettera vad som har missats. 

(Dessutom borde inte bristen pa sammandrag ha dessa odesdigra 
konsekvenser. Sammandraget har inte nagon speciellt viktig funktion sa 
sent i processen och ar dessutom nagot som inte behovs vid 
inlamningen av EPC-6versattningar.)" 

Atgard 

PRV ska se over rutlner i fullfoljda nationella ansokningar for att 
undvika liknande missoden. 

4. Bestallhing av dokument frdn IPS (SIPF) 

Bakgrund 

Eftersom det ar forsta gangen vi traffas har jag Inte riktigt klart for mig 
om vi enbart skall prata om saker som har med patentavdelnlngen att 
gora eller om vi aven skall ta upp "vardagsfragor" som beror 
patentsldan Inom PRV i ovrigt. Om det senare galler vill jag garna ta 
upp nagot som minskar tilltron till PRV (jag har tagit upp fragan 
tidigare). Vi, FMV, bestaller 10-12 ganger om aret fran Interpat 20-25 
skrifter, EP-6versattnlngar och svenska patent. Tre ganger av fyra ar 
det nagot fel pa leveransen. Ofta saknas en eller flera sidor pa nagon 
skrift. Detta upptacker vi oftast men ger oss merarbete. Framfor allt 
forr fick vi dessutom ofta beskedet "lucka i nummerserlen" nar vi 
bestallt en EP-6versattning. Icke desto mindre hade skriften varit med i 
Patenttidningen och fanns i Biblioteket. Nagot samband mellan Interpat 
och Biblioteket finns uppenbarligen inte. Det ar allvarllgt att man 
upprepat far ett felaktigt besked fran "Patentverket" att det saknas en 
EP-6versattning, nar den i sjalva verket ar inlamnad i tid. Visserligen ett 
svar I samband med en kopiebestallning, men framst ovana anvandare 
tycker nog att "Patentverket" (=Interpat) ar det samma som 
"Patentverket" ( = myndigheten). Det har uppenbarligen funnits (finns 
an?) ett systemfel nar denna typ av felaktigt meddelande kunnat 
sandas under lang tid." 

PRV: 

Det maste naturligtvis fungera sa med vara kundmoten att 
patentrelaterade fragor kan tas upp oavsett om de, som i detta fall, 
organisatoriskt hanteras av nagon annan avdelningen an 
patentavdelnlngen. 

I denna specifika fraga ar det orovackande hog felprocent, det ar helt 
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klart en kvalitetsfraga som vi tar med oss. 

5. Kontaktkommittens framtida ode (PRV) 

Ett forslag var att kontaktkommitten skulle vara ett forum for 
strategiska fragor och kundmoten ett for operativa fragor. Att ha en 
kontaktkommitte med en sammansattning liknande den innan PRV:s 
omorganisation var dock inte nagot som efterfragad^s. 

Ett annat forslag var att avveckia kontaktkommitten och ha dessa 
kundmoten som enda forum, med mojiighet att bjuda in fler personer 
och med mojiighet att ha strategiska fragor pa agendan. Aven mojiighet 
att kunna kalla till ad hoc moten vid behov foreslogs. 

Det bestamdes att Kontaktkommitten ska sammantrada den 14 mars 
2001 kl 13 for att diskutera fragan. Kallelse kommer senare. 

6. dvriga frSgor 

Overlatelsehandling/Atkomsthandling (SUF) 

Det vallar ibiand bekymmer for uppfinnare att det heter 
"overlatelsehandling" da den ratta benamningen borde vara 
"atkomsthandling". Aniedning till detta angavs vara att uppfinnaren far 
en kansia av att han skankt sin uppfmning till den som den ar overlaten 
till. PRV borde anvanda ratt term. Det ar en begreppsfdrvlrring. 

En diskusslon kring detta fordes dar uppfattnlngarna gick Isar om vad 
som ar den ratta terminologin. 

PRV tittar narmare pa deflnitionen av dessa begrepp. 

Ett forslag som framfordes var att vi skulle ta upp hela arendegangen 
fran inlamning av en ansokan till Regeringsratten. (I sma steg forstass 
J ). Dessutom ska vi kunna ta upp aktuella fragor om forbattringar. 

Onskemal framfordes fran IF och SPOF om att pa nasta mote behandia 
"komplexa ansokningar" och "enhetlighetsbedomningar". Nagojt som 
stod i smaklang med vad PRV just hade for avslkt att ta upp pa 
agendan till nasta mote. 

Sammanfattning p& forslag till nasta mote: 

Komplexa ansokningar 
Enhetlighet 

dverlatelsehandlingsfragan 

Konkret om kundmotesgruppen, sammansattning, struktur och form. 
Processen, en bit i taget. 

Allt detta torsdagen den 22 februari 2001 kl 12, lunch I Uppfinnaren, 
kl 12:45 - 15:00 

/ vid pennan, Kerstin. 

/justerat Herman 
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